Apple Macintosh

right|250px

'''Macintosh''', også kjent som '''Mac''', er navnet på en samling personlige datamaskiner produsert av Apple Computer.

Navnet kommer fra en populær type eple, ''McIntosh''. Den første Macen ble lansert i januar «1984» - inspirert av  George Orwell sin dystre fremtidspådom med samme tittel. Det var den første datamaskinen som populariserte det grafiske brukergrensesnittet (også kjent på engelsk som GUI, ''Graphical User Interface'') og dette var i sin tid sett på som en revolusjonerende forandring i IT-verdenen.

Arkitektur

Operativsystemet, først kjent som simpelthen «systemet», ble offisielt kjent som romerske tallsystemet).

De første Macintosh-maskinene brukte prosessorer fra Motorolas M68k-familie. Tidlig på 90-tallet byttet de til PowerPC-prosessorer, utviklet i samarbeid mellom Apple, Motorola og IBM. 6. juni 2005 offentliggjorde Apple at de i perioden 2006&ndash;2007 kommer til å bytte prosessorarkitektur på macintosh-maskinene nok en gang, til prosessorer produsert av Intel.
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From its inception, the Macintosh has introduced or popularized a number of innovations adopted later by other PCs and operating systems.

Innovations introduced or popularized with the original Macintosh:

·  A graphical user interface, icons, a desktop, etc.
·  The use of a mouse or other pointing device in personal computing (later, the standardization of an optical mouse on all desktop machines)
·  The "double click" and "click-and-drag" behaviors to perform actions with a pointing device
·  WYSIWYG text and graphics editing ("what you see is what you get")
·  Long file names, with whitespace and no file extension
·  The 3.5" floppy disk as a standard feature
·  Audio as a standard feature, including a built-in speaker
·  Aesthetic and ergonomical industrial design (improved with later models, particularly the original iMac in 1998)
Innovations introduced or popularized with later Macintosh models or software:

·  The PostScript laser printer
·  Desktop publishing
·  User programmability through HyperCard and AppleScript
·  The SCSI interface
·  Audio in as a standard feature
·  A CD-ROM drive as a standard feature
·  A single desktop environment that may span multiple monitors
·  Ethernet support as standard feature
·  FireWire, also known as IEEE 1394, an Apple-developed standard also promoted by Sony under the name iLink (Blue and White G3, 1998)
·  IEEE 802.11b and IEEE 802.11g wireless networking, branded AirPort and AirPort Extreme by Apple (original iBook, 1999)
·  The abandonment of the floppy disk (original iMac, 1998)
·  The first commercially available computer to rely primarily on USB for peripheral connection. (original iMac, 1998)
·  A modern IBM and Motorola (Power Macintosh 6100, 1994)
·  The first affordable DVD-R drive ("SuperDrive", Power Mac G4, 2000)
·  Flat-panel displays as a standard feature
·  First notebook computers with built-in pointing devices and rear-mounted keyboards (PowerBook 100 series, 1991)
·  First notebook computer with widescreen display (PowerBook G4, 2000)
 History 

Steve Jobs and a number of Apple engineers visited Xerox PARC in 1979, three months after the Lisa and Macintosh projects had begun.  They had been invited by Xerox, an investor in Apple, to see the Xerox Alto and Xerox Star computers, which were pioneers in usable GUI technology.  There is debate over the degree of impact that this visit had on Apple's products -- Apple's GUIs ended up working and looking different from the PARC GUIs, and GUIs had been an active area of computing research since the late 1960s -- but it is clear that the Xerox visits were extremely influential on the development of the Lisa and Macintosh. See History of the GUI.

The Macintosh's predecessor, the Lisa computer, was introduced in January 1983 for a price of $9,995.00 with many of the GUI-related innovations later seen on the Macintosh. It was aimed at business customers but was too much of a hard sell at the time; it was not a success for Apple, and the line was discontinued in 1986.

The Macintosh was introduced on commercial featuring a female athlete throwing a hammer through a giant TV screen image of a dictator ("Big Brother", alluding to the tyrant character of the novel ''Nineteen Eighty-Four'', and vaguely reminiscent of the dominant computer maker at that time: IBM). The Mac went on sale two days later for a price of $2,495.00.

Although the Mac garnered an immediate enthusiastic following, it was too radical for some. Since the machine was entirely designed around the GUI, existing command-line programs had to be redesigned and rewritten, a challenging undertaking that many software developers shied away from, which initially led to a lack of software for the new system.

In 1985, the combination of the Mac and its GUI with Adobe PageMaker and Apple's LaserWriter printer enabled a low-cost solution for designing and previewing printed material, an activity that came to be known as desktop publishing.  Interest in the Mac exploded, and it has continued to be the standard platform for publishing and printing houses.

By the early 68000 series CPUs -- including some large sections of the Mac OS -- were made to run with a software emulator.  The PowerPC remains the Macintosh CPU to date, although the architectural benefits and speed differences of RISC versus CISC remain controversial.

In Mach and BSD Unix-based Mac OS X.
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 Eksterne lenker 

· [http://mxmora.best.vwh.net/JefRaskin.html Artikler fra Jef Raskin om historien til Macintosh]

· [http://www.folklore.org/ Anekdoter om historien til Macintosh]

· [http://www.lowendmac.com/clones/index.shtml Mac-klonene]

· [http://www.apple-history.com/ Alle Mac-modellene med detaljert informasjon.]
· [http://www.uriah.com/apple-qt/1984.html Macintoshreklamen vist under SuperBowl i 1984]
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