Dronning Elisabeths julehilsen (2004)

Hvert år sender '''Dronning Elisabeth II''' en '''julehilsen''' til sine britiske landsmenn. Som et avvik fra tradisjonen ble det i 2004 også sendt en spesiell melding til de britiske militærstyrkene rundt omkring i verden.

 Julehilsenen til det britiske folk 

''Christmas is for most of us a time for a break from work, for family and friends, for presents, turkey and crackers. But we should not lose sight of the fact that these are traditional celebrations around a great religious festival, one of the most important in the Christian year.''<br />

''Religion and culture are much in the news these days, usually as sources of difference and conflict, rather than for bringing people together. But the irony is that every religion has something to say about tolerance and respecting others.''<br />

''For me, as a Christian, one of the most important of these teachings is contained in the parable of the Good Samaritan, when Jesus answers the question, 'Who is my neighbour?'''<br />

''It is a timeless story of a victim of a mugging who was ignored by his own countrymen but helped by a foreigner - and a despised foreigner at that.''<br />

''The implication drawn by Jesus is clear. Everyone is our neighbour, no matter what race, creed or colour. The need to look after a fellow human being is far more important than any cultural or religious differences.''<br />

''Most of us have learned to acknowledge and respect the ways of other cultures and religions, but what matters even more is the way in which those from different backgrounds behave towards each other in everyday life.''<br />

''It is vitally important that we all should participate and cooperate for the sake of the wellbeing of the whole community. We have only to look around to recognise the benefits of this positive approach in business or local government, in sport, music and the arts.''<br />

''There is certainly much more to be done and many challenges to be overcome. Discrimination still exists. Some people feel that their own beliefs are being threatened. Some are unhappy about unfamiliar cultures.''<br />

''They all need to be reassured that there is so much to be gained by reaching out to others; that diversity is indeed a strength and not a threat.''<br />

''We need also to realise that peaceful and steady progress in our society of differing cultures and heritage can be threatened at any moment by the actions of extremists at home or by events abroad. We can certainly never be complacent.''<br />

''But there is every reason to be hopeful about the future. I certainly recognise that much has been achieved in my lifetime.''<br />

''I believe tolerance and fair play remain strong British values and we have so much to build on for the future.''<br />

''It was for this reason that I particularly enjoyed a story I heard the other day about an overseas visitor to Britain who said the best part of his visit had been travelling from Heathrow into central London on the tube.''<br />

''His British friends were, as you can imagine, somewhat surprised, particularly as the visitor had been to some of the great attractions of the country. What do you mean they asked? Because, he replied, I boarded the train just as the schools were coming out.''<br />

''At each stop children were getting on and off - they were of every ethnic and religious background, some with scarves or turbans, some talking quietly, others playing and occasionally misbehaving together - completely at ease and trusting one another. How lucky you are, said the visitor, to live in a country where your children can grow up this way.''<br />

''I hope they will be allowed to enjoy this happy companionship for the rest of their lives.''<br />

''A Happy Christmas to you all.''

 Julehilsenen til de britiske militærstyrkene 

''I would like to send a special message to all of you in the services spending Christmas on active duty away from home.''<br />

''Very many of you listening today will be separated from your families this Christmas which is hard for both you and those who are left at home.''<br />

''It has been a very demanding year. I am proud of the way that you have risen to the challenges with typical professionalism.''<br />

''The varied tasks you take on in all parts of the world may be changing, but what remains the same is the spirit, good humour, courage and commitment you show every day, often in the most arduous conditions.''<br />

''The conflict in Iraq has dominated the headlines at home, but I am only too aware that whilst many of you have been deployed there, others have been working tirelessly in many other theatres.''<br />

''Whichever service you belong to, peace-keeping and humanitarian missions - helping to safeguard the innocent and offer them renewed hope for a better life - are as much a part of your duties today as combat operations, whether in the Balkans, Afghanistan, or elsewhere.''<br />

''Wherever you are, I would like to express my gratitude for your service this year, and I send each and every one of you my good wishes for Christmas and the New Year.''

 Eksterne lenker 

·  [http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/4125011.stm Julehilsenen] <small>(BBC)</small>
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