Duisburg

'''Duisburg''' er en by med ca. 505.000 innbyggere i Ruhr-området i det vestlige Tyskland, i delstaten Nordrhein-Westfalen. Den ligger i utkanten av Bergisches Land, der hvor elvene Rhinen og Ruhr flyter sammen. Byens havn er den største innlandshavn i verden. Den har et universitet grunnlagt i 1655 av kurfyrst Friedrich Wilhelm, som i 2003 ble slått sammen med universitetet i Essen.

Duisburg er særlig kjent for kullgruver og stålindustri. Stålproduksjonsområdet er med 230 km2 det største i verden.

<!-- 

 History 

Past Roman time

Lastest archeaological studies show that the market was already used in the 1st Century AD. The "Old Market" was the major central trading place of the City since the Romans had a permanent presence at the ford. 

·  420 Re-colonisation of the Old Town. Franks took over the roman settelments.
·  883 Normans conquer Duisburg and stayed for the winter. Earliest written mention of Duisburg 
Middle Ages
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Due to the advantageous geographic position the City became a palatinate and a free City. Duisburg was also part of the Hanseatic League. After 1200 the river moved its bed. The borough of Ruhrort was founded in order to establish a new harbour on the mouth of the Ruhr river. This changed the development of the City Duisburg, it became a peasant city instead of a merchant city. The work of Cartographer Gerardus Mercator and the founding of the University in 1655 recognitioned the City as "Educated Duisburg" ("Duisburgum Doctum"). 

·  1120 construction of the City Wall 
·  after 1200 river Rhine moves its bed away from Duisburg
·  1279 City Rights according to a document from King Lothar III
·  1445 an attack by the Cologne Archbishop is averted
·  1566 Johannes Corputius completes the City Map
·  1666 Duisburg as a part of the Duchy Kleve becomes part of Brandenburg and Prussia
Industrial Revolution

The rise of the tobacco- and textilesmanufactures in the Thyssen, Krupp) affected the development of the City. Whole parts of the City were constructed for the workers around the producing areas. 

·  1824 Contruction of the sulfuric acid factory Fr. W. Curtius. Start of the Industrialization
·  1828 Franz Haniel builds a dockyard for steamships
·  1846 railroad line to Düsseldorf
·  1847 railroad line via Dortmund to Minden
·  1873 Duisburg becomes a district-free city
·  1904 Birth of the 100.000th resident (Ernst R. Straube) -->
<!--  Economy and Infrastructure 

 Transport 

'''Duisburg Port'''

The Port "duisport" [http://www.duisport.de/en/] is the largest inland port of the world, it is also officialy a seaport. Sea-going river vessels serve ports in Europe, Africa and Middle East. The numerous docks are mostly located at the mouth of river Ruhr.

Per Year more than 40 Mio. tons of various goods are handeled, more than 20.000 ship call at the Port. The public harbor facilities streches over an area of 740 hectare, 21 docks with a complete area of 180ha and 40 km "coastline". The area of the Logport Logistic Center Duisburg streches over an area of 265ha. A number of companys also have their own private docks so altogether 70 Mio t of goods are handeled in Duisburg. 

'''Streets and Railway'''

Duisburg is connected to the freeway system (known as ''Autobahn''), 5 freeways cross the city or are very close to the city. In addition there are so-called 'S-Bahn' lines which not only connect the different parts of Duisburg (with 4 Stations) but also connects Duisburg to the other Cities in the Ruhr Area. 

A subway ('U-Bahn') and bus system makes for a good internal transportation system.

 Media 

There are serveral Newspapers which are reporting local events and politics, among others those are the "Westdeutsche Allgemeine" (WAZ), the "Neue Ruhr Zeitung" (NRZ) and the "Rheinische Post" (RP).

There is a local TV Station, who will start as first local Station to broadcast in North Rhine-Westphalia

 Culture  

Duisburg has a comprehensive range of cultural installations and presentation. One highlight are the annual "Duisburger Akzente" [http://www.duisburger-akzente.de] which are dealing with actual social or culture-political topics. 
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Because of its age and its history as seaport, trade and industry center, Duisburgs also offers a variety of architectural places of interest. The spectrum goes from old churches like the  "St. Johann Baptist" in Duisburg-Hamborn which was built in 900 to modern age buildings like Micro-Electronic-Centrum in Duisburg-Neudorf from 1995. 

Another object of interest is the Landschaftspark Duisburg-Nord [http://www.landschaftspark.de/english/html/nav/welcome.html] an abandoned industrial complex.

In the City Center there are the Wilhelm-Lehmbruck Museum [http://lehmbruck.cynapsis.com/?part=en], the City Theatre [http://www.theater-duisburg.de] and the shopping street known as "fountain mile" -->

 Eksterne lenker 

·  [http://www.duisburg.de/ Offisiell side]

·  [http://www.uni-duisburg-essen.de Universitetet i Duisburg-Essen]
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