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'''Henry Ford''' (født 30. juli 1863, død 7. april 1947) var grunnleggeren av Ford Motor Company og en av de første som benyttet seg av samlebånd som produksjonsmetode for å lage rimelige biler. Denne metoden revolusjonerte ikke bare industriell produksjon, men hadde også enorm innflytelse på moderne kultur i denne perioden som mange sosialteoretikere kaller "Fordismen".

 Oppvekst og utvikling <!--Background-->

Ford ble født på gården til foreldrene sine, William og Mary Ford, velstående innvandrere fra Cork, Ireland. Han var den eldste av seks søsken. Som barn hadde Henry et lidenskapelig forhold til mekanikk. Når han var 12 brukte han mesteparten av tiden sin i en maskinhall som han selv hadde utrustet. Som 15 åring lagde han sin første forbrenningsmotor.

I Detroit for å arbeide som en maskinistlærling, først for James F. Flower & Bros., og senere for Detroit Dry Dock Co. Etter å ha fullført lærlingetiden fikk Ford jobb ved firmaet Westinghouse der han jobbet med bensinmotorer. Når han giftet seg med Clara Bryant i 1888 drev han også et sagbruk. 

I Edisons firma, og etter at han ble forfremmet til sjefsingeniør i 1893 hadde han nok tid og penger til å vise sine egne eksperimenter med lukkede forbrenningsmotorer oppmerksomhet. Eksperimentene nådde sitt høydepunkt i 1896 da han fullførte sitt egne selvdrevne fartøy med betegnelsen Quadricycle som han prøvekjørte den 4. juni samme år (dette var den første automobilen han i det hele tatt hadde kjørt).

{{uoversatt}}

After this initial success, Ford left Edison Illuminating and, with other investors, formed the Cadillac.

 Ford Motor Company 

Henry Ford bygde sine to første bilprototyper i 1890-årene, og sin første racerbil i 1901. i 1903 startet han sammen med elleve andre Ford Motor Company. Henry Ford var direktør i selskapet frem til hans sønn overtok i 1919, men det var fremdeles Henry Ford som tok alle beslutningene.

 Se også 

· Ford Motor Company
Henry Ford skrev boken "den internasjonale jøde" der han gjør rede for jødenes innflytelse over internasjonal politikk. Ford støttet Charles Lindberghs kandidatur for presidentskapet i USA. Lindbergh var i liket med Ford og Adolf Hitler en glødende anti-semitt.

 The Dearborn Independent 

Henry Ford devoted much of his semi-retirement from Ford Motor to the publication of a newspaper, ''The Dearborn Independent'', which he purchased in Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion''," which has since been discredited by virtually all historians as a forgery. The American Jewish Historical Society describes his ideas during this period as "anti-immigrant, anti-labor, anti-liquor and anti-Semitic".

Ford also published, in his name, several anti-Jewish articles for the ''Independent'' which were released in the early 1920s as a set of four bound volumes, cumulatively titled "The International Jew, the World's Foremost Problem."  Denounced by the Anti-Defamation League (ADL), the articles nevertheless explicitly condemned pogroms and violence against Jews (Volume 4, Chapter 80), preferring rather to blame incidents of mass violence on the Jews themselves. These articles were written by several authors, including Ford's personal secretary of 34 years, Ernest Liebold.  None were actually penned by Ford, though since he was the paper's publisher they required his tacit approval.

Ford closed the ''Dearborn Independent'' in December 1927 and later retracted the ''International Jew'' and the ''Protocols''. On January 7, 1942, Henry Ford wrote a public letter to the ADL denouncing hatred against the Jews and expressing his hope that anti-Jewish hatred would cease for all time. Some claim that Ford neither wrote or signed this letter and have called the sincerity of his apology into question. His writings continue to be used as propaganda by various groups, often appearing on anti-Semitic and neo-Nazi websites. 

 Henry Ford and Nazism 
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There is some evidence that Henry Ford gave Congressional investigation into the matter was unable to substantiate one way or the other that funding was actually sent. 

Ford Motor Company was active in Germany's military buildup prior to World War II.  In 1938, for instance, it opened an assembly plant in Berlin whose purpose was to supply trucks to the Wehrmacht. In July of that year, Ford was awarded (and accepted) the Grand Cross of the Order of the German Eagle (''Großkreuz des Deutschen Adlerordens''). Ford was the first American and the fourth person given this award, at the time Nazi Germany's highest honorary award given to foreigners. Earlier the same year, Benito Mussolini had been decorated with the Grand Cross. The decoration was given "in recognition of [Ford's] pioneering in making motor cars available for the masses." The award was accompanied by a personal congratulatory message from Adolf Hitler. [''Detroit News'', July 31, 1938.]

 The Ford Foundation 

Henry Ford, with his son Edsel, founded the Ford Foundation in 1936 as a local philanthropy in the state of Michigan with a broad charter to promote human welfare. The Foundation has grown immensely and by 1950 had become national and international in scope.[http://www.fordfound.org/about/faq_other.cfm]

 The final days 

At the end of the war, the elder Henry, in ill health, ceded the presidency to his grandson on  Dearborn, and is buried at the Ford Cemetery in Detroit.
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