Henry George
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'''Henry George''' (født amerikansk politisk økonom og sosialfilosof. Han foreslo en skatt, eller grunnrente, på eiendom. Hans tanker ble utgitt i flere bøker. Tilhengerene av disse teoriene ble kalt "georgister", og ifra dette navnet kommer ordet ''"georgisme"'' Den norske forfatteren Arne Garborg hadde et syn som lå nært opp til georgismen.

 Liv og verk   

George ble født i Philadelphia, og som 16-åring tok han hyre som sjømann. Etter en tid til sjøs slo han seg ned i California. Etter noen mislykkede forsøk på Gullgraving begynte han på en karriere innenfor avis. Han begynte som trykker og endte opp som redaktør og eier.

Under en reise til New York ble George sjokkert over de fattiges levekår i storbyen. Han så på det som et paradoks at de fattige i den etablerte storbyen hadde dårligere levekår enn i det mindre utviklede California.  Tankene om de fattiges levekår gav tema og tittel til boka ''Progress and Poverty'', eller ''frenskritt og fattigdom''. Boka kom ut i 1879, og ble en bestselger. På kort tid ble det solgt over 3 milioner bøker.

I boken argumenterte George for at nesten all rikdom fra sosiale og teknologiske fremskritt i en fri markedsøkonomi ble tatt av jordeiere og monopolister ved hjelp av leiepriser. En slik konstentrasjon av rikdom til de som ikke arbeider var den grunnleggene årsaken til fattigdom. George så det ikke som rettferdig å hindre folk å kunne utnytte naturressurser. Han mente at slike hindringer var å sammenligne med slaveri. I denne sammenhengen oppsto begrepet lønnsslaveri.

George hadde vært fattig selv og var derfor istand til å se disse sammenhengene. På sine reiser hadde han sett mange forskjellige samfund og han hadde bodd i et California som var i rask vekst og fremgang. Han hadde merket seg spesielt at byggingen av jernbane i California gjorde at eiendomsverdien og leien øket mer enn lønningene.

  Økonomiske teorier  
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George developed some of the crucial features of his own theory of economics in a critique of an illustration used by Bastiat in order to explain the nature of interest and profit. 

Bastiat had asked his readers to consider James and William, both carpenters. James has built himself a plane, and has lent it to William for a year. Would James be satisfied with the return of an equally good plane a year later? Plainly not! he'll expect a board along with it, as interest. The key to a theory of interest is to understand why. Bastiat said that James had given William over that year "the power, inherent in the instrument, to increase the productivity of his labor," and wants compensation for that increased productivity. 

George didn't accept this explanation. He wrote, "I am inclined to think that if all wealth consisted of such things as planes, and all production was such as that of carpenters -- that is to say, if wealth consisted but of the inert matter of the universe, and production of working up this inert matter into different shapes, that interest would be but the robbery of industry, and could not long exist." But some wealth is inherently fruitful, like a pair of breeding cattle, or a vat of grape juice soon to ferment into wine, or ... land. Planes and other sorts of inert matter (and the most lent item of all -- money itself) earns interest indirectly, only by being part of the same social "circle of exchange" with fruitful forms of wealth such as those.

 Politiske fremlegg   

Although best known for his advocation of replacement of other environmentalists have resonated with the idea of the earth as the common property of humanity &ndash; and some have endorsed the idea of substantial taxes or fees on pollution as a variant of land value taxation.

 Døden og inflytelsen i tiden etterpå 

In 1886 George ran for mayor of New York, and polled second (ahead of Theodore Roosevelt). He ran again in 1897, but died 4 days before the election. An estimated 100,000 people attended his funeral.

According to his grand-daughter Taiwan, Britain which led indirectly to reform of the House of Lords. Henry George was familiar with the work of Karl Marx &ndash; and predicted that if Marx's ideas were tried the likely result would be a dictatorship.

Henry George's popularity declined in the Georgist organisations in existence, and many people who do remain famous were heavily influenced by him, such as  Monopoly in 1904 to demonstrate his theories.

In his last book, 2004 Presidential campaign, Ralph Nader [http://www.votenader.org/issues/index.php#fairtax endorsed] consideration of pollution taxes and Land Value taxation.

 Kritikk av George  

George's writings have drawn their share of critiques. The Austrian economist (see "Austrian school") Eugen von Böhm-Bawerk, for example, expressed a negative judgment on George's discussion of the carpenter's plane. 

"In the first place," Böhm-Bawerk wrote, "it is impossible to support his distinction of the branches of production into two classes, in one of which the vital forces of nature are supposed to constitute a special element which functions side by side with labour, and in the other of which this is not true .... The natural sciences have long since proved to us that the cooperation of nature is universal .... The muscular movements of the person using the plane would be of little use, if they did not have the assistance of the natural forces and properties of the plane iron." 

{{uoversatt-slutt}}

Bibliografi

· ''Progress and Poverty'' 1879
· ''Social Problems'' 1883
· ''The Land Question'' 1884
· ''Protection or Free Trade'' 1886
· ''A Perplexed Philosopher'' 1892
· ''The Science of Political Economy'' 1898
Eksterne lenker

· [http://www.henrygeorge.org/ The Henry George Institute]
· [http://www.schalkenbach.org/library/george.henry/ Online Works of Henry George]
· [http://www.schalkenbach.org/library/george.henry/pp083.html Criticism of copyrights and patents]
· [http://www.schalkenbach.org/library/george.henry/pp094.html Incentives for invention]
· [http://www.schalkenbach.org/library/george.henry/pp034.html Breaking up monopolies]
George, Henry

George, Henry

George, Henry

da:Henry George

en:Henry George

nl:Henry George

nn:Henry George

