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'''Henry (Heinz) Alfred Kissinger''' (født tyskfødt amerikansk diplomat og politiker, som spilte en viktig rolle i amerikansk utenrikspolitikk gjennom posisjonene han hadde mellom 1969 og 1977. Kissinger er svært kontroversiell; selv om han fikk Nobels fredspris anklages han av mange for folkemord.

Personlig bakgrunn

Kissinger ble født i Fürth i nærheten av Nürnberg i den tyske staten Bayern i en familie av jødisk religion. I 1938 måtte familien flykte fra hjemlandet, og kom til New York i USA.

Han tilbrakte gymnasietiden på Washingtonhøydene i den øvre Manhattan, men har aldri mistet sin sterke tyske aksent. Kissinger gikk på skolen om aftenen og arbeidet i en fabrikk om dagen. Fra 1943 jobbet han som tysk oversetter i hæren.

Kissinger fikk sin baccalaurusgrad ''summa cum laude'' fra Harvard i 1950. Han tok senere doktorgraden i historie i 1954, over temaet Metternich, Castlereagh og fredens problemer 1812-22. Det sies ofte at hans dissertasjon er en av de lengste doktorgradsavhandlinger ved Harvard.

Politisk ambisiøs pleiet han forbindelser med Nelson Rockefeller.  Da det i 1968 ble klart at Richard Nixon ville bli valgt til president ble Kissinger rådgiver for ham.

Både Nixon og Kissinger var enstøinger, sky og innadvendte, som likte å tenke om seg selv som uovertrufne strategiske tenkere. Begge idealiserte styrke og foraktet svakhet.

Siden 1998 er Kissinger æresborger av hjembyen Fürth. Han har gjennom hele livet vært en supporter av den lokale fotballklubben Spielvereinigung Fürth, og besøkte nylig byen igjen.

<!--  The Nixon administration 

While working for Nixon, Kissinger established the policy of normalization of relations between the PRC and the United States. Today, Kissinger is often called by Communist Chinese leaders as "the old friend of Chinese people." His talk with Zhou Enlai was highly secretive. Recently declassified documents show that the talk highly focused on Taiwan issue. 

He was awarded the 1973 Nobel Peace Prize, along with Le Duc Tho of Vietnam, for his work on the Vietnam peace accords. Kissinger and Nixon had come to office in 1968 on a promise of a quick end to the Vietnam War, but the intervening years saw an escalation in conflict as well as its extension to an illegal bombing campaign (overseen by Kissinger) in Laos and Cambodia. Le Duc Tho refused the prize for the eminently sensible reason that there was as yet no peace; Kissinger's acceptance prompted Tom Lehrer and possibly Terry Southern[http://www.texasobserver.org/showArticle.asp?ArticleID=156] 

to declare satire to be dead.
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Kissinger may have played a role in the September 11, 1973 coup by Augusto Pinochet against the government of Chilean President Salvador Allende. Documentary evidence shows CIA involvement throughout the coup, but Kissinger says he reversed his initial position supporting a coup well before it happened.

Despite occasional allegations of underhanded dealings in foreign countries, Kissinger was largely popular with the public and became one of the better liked members of the increasingly unpopular Nixon administration. Kissinger had little involvement with the Watergate scandal that would eventually bring down Nixon and many of his closest aides &ndash; a fact which greatly increased Kissinger's reputation as the "clean man" of the bunch. At the height of his popularity he was even regarded as something of a sex symbol and was seen dating starlets such as Jill St. John, Shirley MacLaine, and Candice Bergen. 

Following Nixon's 1974 resignation, Kissinger stayed on as Secretary of State under new President Gerald Ford.

In December 1975, Kissinger and Ford met with President Suharto of Indonesia; on that occasion they gave their approval for his invasion of East Timor, which led to the massacre of 200,000 Timorese. Until the release of documents confirming his foreknowledge of the invasion, Kissinger claimed that he was unaware of Suharto's intentions when he left Jakarta. Kissinger still maintains that the nature and influence of his "approval" of the invasion are presented radically out of context. He argues that the invasion was already a foregone conclusion planned well in advance, and was not simply something that he convinced Suharto to do on the spot. However, Kissinger's apparent strong dislike of discussing the issue remains the chief source of controversy (see below).

After the Ford administration, he played a relatively minor role in subsequent governments (perhaps, some have alleged, due to a bad relationship with George Bush), although he continued to participate in policy groups such as the Trilateral Commission and do political consulting, speaking, and writing.
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In 2002, President September 11 attacks. His appointment led to widespread criticism, generally taken from the position that Kissinger has never been supportive of the public's right to know, but also from the position that Kissinger is viewed by some as a Congressional Democrats insisted that Kissinger file financial disclosures to reveal any conflicts of interest. Both Bush and Kissinger claimed that Kissinger did not need to file such forms, since he would not be receiving a salary. When the Democrats insisted, however, Kissinger resigned from the commission. On December 13, 2002 he stepped down as chairman, citing conflict of interest with his clients.

With his first wife, Ann Fleischer, he had two children, Elizabeth and David. He currently lives with his second wife, the former Nancy Maginnes, in Kent, Connecticut.  He is currently the head of Kissinger and Associates, a consulting firm.

 Writings 

His writings include ''Nuclear Weapons and Foreign Policy'' (1957), ''The Necessity for Choice'' (1961), ''The Troubled Partnership'' (1965), and ''Diplomacy'' (1994). Also, several memoirs: ''The White House Years'' (1979), ''Years of Upheaval'' (1982), and ''Years of Renewal'' (1999). Biographies by S. R. Graubard (1973) and W. Isaacson (1992); study by B. and M. Kalb (1974).

 Accusations Against Henry Kissinger 

In recent years Kissinger's reputation has declined noticably, with the former Secretary being the target of many harsh criticisms for his actions while in office. Though he was always a controversial figure, the fact that he is one of the longest-lived members of the Nixon Administration, and still a prominant political advisor, author, and pundit have ensured that his critics have remained vigilant as ever. 

In ''The Trial of Henry Kissinger'' (2001), Christopher Hitchens accuses Kissinger of conspiracy to commit murder and war crimes. The February and March 2001 issues of Harper's Magazine feature a series by Hitchens on the case for charging Kissinger with war crimes. Hitchens augues that (1) on at least one occasion, Henry Kissinger conspired to commit murder, and (2) on numerous other occasions, Kissinger was the primary force behind certain acts that could quite plausibly be considered war crimes.

The primary charges against Kissinger:

· As United States National Security Advisor to President Nixon, he directed the first phase of US bombings in Cambodia (1969-1975) and thus masterminded the murder of an estimated 600,000 peasants there.
· As Nixon's coup of 1973 and subsequent regime of torture and murder.
· As Ford's Secretary of State, he gave personal approval to Indonesia's invasion of East Timor and is thus complicit in the subsequent mass violence there.
Regarding East Timor, previously secret documents released in late 2001 revealed that Kissinger indeed gave arms that the US supplied to Indonesia to be used for offensive purposes, the documents revealed that Kissinger was unconcerned over the illegality of their use; his primary concern was over manipulating the public perception of what happened.  "We would be able to influence the reaction in America if whatever happens, happens after we return", he was quoted as saying.

Kissinger has refused to respond to Hitchens's charges point by point. In a speech before the crimes against humanity. Moreover, Kissinger claims that this mockery of the concept of war crimes is an obstacle to creating the just and peaceful world that Hitchens claims to wish to create, and thus will not respond to him.

Other critics of the war crimes charges similarly dismiss the allegations as overtly partisan, and poorly researched. Conservative commentator David Horowitz described Kissinger as a "political deus ex machina" whom members of the political left increasingly use to explain the cause of any foreign conflict, violence, or coup during the 70's. Supporters of Kissinger point out that Kissinger himself has detailed his own versions of the events in question in his memoirs and writings, and has fully justified his past actions. 

It is worth noting that Hitchens is not the first person to accuse Kissinger of war crimes. As of May 2002, he is wanted for questioning in Chile (related to the Pinochet coup) and Spain.

Hitchens's book inspired a feature-length documentary, "The Trials of Henry Kissinger", directed by Eugene Jarecki, which also highlighted the charges against Kissinger.

A suit was filed on September 10, 2001, by the family of Gen. Rene Schneider, former head of the Chilean general staff, accusing Kissinger of arranging his 1970 murder for opposing a military coup. [http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2002/04/29/1019441343996.html]

Quotes by Kissinger

· "It is an act of insanity and national humiliation to have a law prohibiting the President from ordering assassination." - At a  National Security Council  meeting, 1975. [http://www.zpub.com/un/wanted-hkiss.html]
· "The absence of alternatives clears the mind marvelously."
· "Foreign Policy is not missionary work."
· "Power is the greatest aphrodisiac."
· "Ninety percent of the politicians give the other ten percent a bad reputation."
· "I don't see why we need to stand by and watch a country go communist due to the irresponsibility of its people." - Said about Chile prior to the overthrow and assassination of Salvador Allende.
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