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'''Museum für Naturkunde''', bedre kjent som '''Humboldtmuseet''', etter naturforskeren Alexander von Humboldt, er det første nasjonale museum i verden, med en massiv samling av mer enn 25 millioner zoologiske, paleontologiske og mineralogiske objekter og mer enn ti tusen originale artseksemplarer (spesimen). Det er bl.a. kjent for to spektakulære utstillinger, den største oppreiste dinosaur i verden, og det best bevarte eksemplar av den første kjente fuglen, ''Archaeopteryx''.

Museet er inndelt i institutter for paleontologi, mineralogi og zoologi. Det er underlagt Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, som ble etablert i 1810, men deler av museets samlinger går tilbake til det preussiske akademi i 1700.
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 Giant bones 

The specimen of ''&sup1; in the central exhibit hall is the largest mounted dinosaur skeleton in the world. It is composed of fossilized bones recovered by the German paleontologist Werner Janensch from the fossil-rich Tendaguru beds of Tanzania between 1909 and 1913. The remains are primarily from one gigantic animal, except for a few tail bones (caudal vertebrae) which belong to another animal of the same size and species.

The mount is 11.72 m (38.45 ft) tall, and 22.25 m (73.00 ft) long. When living, the long-tailed, long-necked 50 t (55 tons). While the ''Pittburgh, 27 m, or 90 ft), the Berlin animal is taller, and far more massive.

 Bird with teeth 

The ''Archaeopteryx lithographica'', known simply as the ''Berlin Specimen'' (HMN 1880), is also displayed in the central exhibit hall. The dinosaur-like body with an attached tooth-filled head, Darwin's 1859 magnum opus, ''The Origin of Species'', made it quite possibly the most famous fossil in the world.

Recovered from the German Solnhofen limestone beds in 1880, it is only the third ''Archaeopteryx'' to be discovered and the most complete. The first specimen, a single 150 million year old feather found in 1860, is also in the possession of the museum.

 History 

Minerals in the museum were originally part of the collection of instructors from the Berlin Mining Academy. The University of Berlin was founded in 1810, and acquired the first of these collections in 1814, under the aegis of the new Museum of Mineralogy. In 1857, the paleontology department was founded, and 1854 a department of petrography and general geology was added.

By 1886 the University was overflowing with collections, so design began on a new building nearby at Invalidenstraße 43, which opened as the Museum of Natural History in 1889.
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 Eksterne lenker 

·  [http://www.naturkundemuseum-berlin.de/ Museum für Naturkunde]
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