Japans provinser

right|Japans provinser Hokkaidō; to byprovinser (&#24220; Fu), Japansk kalles de gjerne samlet ''Todōfuken'' (&#37117;&#36947;&#24220;&#30476;). 

Det nåværende systemet ble etablert av Meiji-regjeringen i 1871 og er kjent som avskaffelsen av Han-systemet. Selv om det i begynnelsen fantes over 300 provinser, ble antallet redusert til 47 i 1888. Den lokale selvstyreloven fra 1947 ga mer politisk makt til provinsene, og åpnet for lokalt valgte guvernører. I 2003 foreslo statsminister Koizumi Junichiro at regjeringen skulle sammenslå de nåværende provinsene til rundt 10 regionale stater. Planen innebar at hver region skulle ha større selvstyre enn de nåværende provinsene.

Under den nåværende lokale selvstyreloven er hver provins videre delt inn i større byer (&#24066; ''shi''), mindre byer (&#30010; ''chō''), og landlige distrikter (&#37089; ''gun''). Hokkaidō har også regionale kontorer (&#25903;&#24193; ''shichō'') som utfører administrative funksjoner utenfor hovedstaden.

 Liste over provinser 

<table border="0" cellpadding="3" cellspacing="0" style="border: 1px solid black;">

<tr style="background: #ddf; margin: 10px; vertical-align: bottom">

  <th>Romanisert navn</th>

  <th>Japansk navn</th>

  <th>Hovedstad</th>

  <th>Region</th>

  <th>Øy</th>

  <th>Befolkning¹</th>

  <th>Areal²</th>

  <th>Befolkningstetthet³</th>

  <th>Distrikter</th>

  <th>Byområder</th>

  <th>ISO 3166-2</th>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Aichi</td>

  <td>&#24859;&#30693;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Nagoya</td>

  <td>Chūbu</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">7,043,235</td>

  <td align="right">5,153.81</td>

  <td align="right">1,366</td>

  <td align="right">15</td>

  <td align="right">88</td>

  <td align="right">JP-23</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Akita</td>

  <td>&#31179;&#30000;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Akita</td>

  <td>Tōhoku</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">1,189,215</td>

  <td align="right">11,612.11</td>

  <td align="right">102</td>

  <td align="right">9</td>

  <td align="right">69</td>

  <td align="right">JP-05</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Aomori</td>

  <td>&#38738;&#26862;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Aomori</td>

  <td>Tōhoku</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">1,475,635</td>

  <td align="right">9,606.26</td>

  <td align="right">154</td>

  <td align="right">8</td>

  <td align="right">67</td>

  <td align="right">JP-02</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Chiba</td>

  <td>&#21315;&#33865;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Chiba</td>

  <td>Kantō</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">5,926,349</td>

  <td align="right">5,156.15</td>

  <td align="right">1,149</td>

  <td align="right">9</td>

  <td align="right">80</td>

  <td align="right">JP-12</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Ehime</td>

  <td>&#24859;&#23195;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Matsuyama</td>

  <td>Shikoku</td>

  <td>Shikoku</td>

  <td align="right">1,493,126</td>

  <td align="right">5,676.44</td>

  <td align="right">263</td>

  <td align="right">11</td>

  <td align="right">70</td>

  <td align="right">JP-38</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Fukui</td>

  <td>&#31119;&#20117;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Fukui</td>

  <td>Chūbu</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">828,960</td>

  <td align="right">4,188.76</td>

  <td align="right">198</td>

  <td align="right">10</td>

  <td align="right">35</td>

  <td align="right">JP-18</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Fukuoka</td>

  <td>&#31119;&#23713;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Fukuoka</td>

  <td>Kyūshū</td>

  <td>Kyūshū</td>

  <td align="right">5,015,666</td>

  <td align="right">4,971.01</td>

  <td align="right">1,009</td>

  <td align="right">17</td>

  <td align="right">97</td>

  <td align="right">JP-40</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Fukushima</td>

  <td>&#31119;&#23798;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Fukushima</td>

  <td>Tōhoku</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">2,126,998</td>

  <td align="right">13,782.54</td>

  <td align="right">154</td>

  <td align="right">15</td>

  <td align="right">90</td>

  <td align="right">JP-07</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Gifu</td>

  <td>&#23696;&#38428;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Gifu</td>

  <td>Chūbu</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">2,107,687</td>

  <td align="right">10,598.18</td>

  <td align="right">199</td>

  <td align="right">17</td>

  <td align="right">99</td>

  <td align="right">JP-21</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Gunma</td>

  <td>&#32676;&#39340;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Maebashi</td>

  <td>Kantō</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">2,024,820</td>

  <td align="right">6,363.16</td>

  <td align="right">318</td>

  <td align="right">12</td>

  <td align="right">70</td>

  <td align="right">JP-10</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Hiroshima</td>

  <td>&#24195;&#23798;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Hiroshima</td>

  <td>Chūgoku</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">2,878,949</td>

  <td align="right">8,476.95</td>

  <td align="right">340</td>

  <td align="right">15</td>

  <td align="right">86</td>

  <td align="right">JP-34</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Hokkaidō</td>

  <td>&#21271;&#28023;&#36947;</td>

  <td>Sapporo</td>

  <td>Hokkaido</td>

  <td>Hokkaido</td>

  <td align="right">5,682,950</td>

  <td align="right">83,452.47</td>

  <td align="right">68</td>

  <td align="right">66</td>

  <td align="right">212</td>

  <td align="right">JP-01</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Hyōgo</td>

  <td>&#20853;&#24235;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Kobe</td>

  <td>Kinki</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">5,550,742</td>

  <td align="right">8,392.42</td>

  <td align="right">661</td>

  <td align="right">19</td>

  <td align="right">88</td>

  <td align="right">JP-28</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Ibaraki</td>

  <td>&#33576;&#22478;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Mito</td>

  <td>Kantō</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">2,985,424</td>

  <td align="right">6,095.62</td>

  <td align="right">490</td>

  <td align="right">14</td>

  <td align="right">84</td>

  <td align="right">JP-08</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Ishikawa</td>

  <td>&#30707;&#24029;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Kanazawa</td>

  <td>Chūbu</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">1,180,935</td>

  <td align="right">4,185.32</td>

  <td align="right">282</td>

  <td align="right">8</td>

  <td align="right">41</td>

  <td align="right">JP-17</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Iwate</td>

  <td>&#23721;&#25163;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Morioka</td>

  <td>Tōhoku</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">1,416,198</td>

  <td align="right">15,278.51</td>

  <td align="right">93</td>

  <td align="right">12</td>

  <td align="right">59</td>

  <td align="right">JP-03</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Kagawa</td>

  <td>&#39321;&#24029;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Takamatsu</td>

  <td>Shikoku</td>

  <td>Shikoku</td>

  <td align="right">1,022,843</td>

  <td align="right">1,861.70</td>

  <td align="right">549</td>

  <td align="right">7</td>

  <td align="right">43</td>

  <td align="right">JP-37</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Kagoshima</td>

  <td>&#40575;&#20816;&#23798;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Kagoshima</td>

  <td>Kyūshū</td>

  <td>Kyūshū</td>

  <td align="right">1,786,214</td>

  <td align="right">9,132.42</td>

  <td align="right">196</td>

  <td align="right">12</td>

  <td align="right">96</td>

  <td align="right">JP-46</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Kanagawa</td>

  <td>&#31070;&#22856;&#24029;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Yokohama</td>

  <td>Kantō</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">8,489,932</td>

  <td align="right">2,415.42</td>

  <td align="right">3,515</td>

  <td align="right">7</td>

  <td align="right">37</td>

  <td align="right">JP-14</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Kōchi</td>

  <td>&#39640;&#30693;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Kōchi</td>

  <td>Shikoku</td>

  <td>Shikoku</td>

  <td align="right">813,980</td>

  <td align="right">7,104.70</td>

  <td align="right">115</td>

  <td align="right">7</td>

  <td align="right">53</td>

  <td align="right">JP-39</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Kumamoto</td>

  <td>&#29066;&#26412;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Kumamoto</td>

  <td>Kyūshū</td>

  <td>Kyūshū</td>

  <td align="right">1,859,451</td>

  <td align="right">6,908.45</td>

  <td align="right">269</td>

  <td align="right">11</td>

  <td align="right">94</td>

  <td align="right">JP-43</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Kyōto</td>

  <td>&#20140;&#37117;&#24220;</td>

  <td>Kyōto</td>

  <td>Kinki</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">2,644,331</td>

  <td align="right">4,612.93</td>

  <td align="right">573</td>

  <td align="right">12</td>

  <td align="right">44</td>

  <td align="right">JP-26</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Mie</td>

  <td>&#19977;&#37325;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Tsu</td>

  <td>Kinki</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">1,857,365</td>

  <td align="right">5760.72</td>

  <td align="right">322</td>

  <td align="right">14</td>

  <td align="right">69</td>

  <td align="right">JP-24</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Miyagi</td>

  <td>&#23470;&#22478;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Sendai</td>

  <td>Tōhoku</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">2,365,204</td>

  <td align="right">6,861.51</td>

  <td align="right">325</td>

  <td align="right">15</td>

  <td align="right">71</td>

  <td align="right">JP-04</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Miyazaki</td>

  <td>&#23470;&#23822;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Miyazaki</td>

  <td>Kyūshū</td>

  <td>Kyūshū</td>

  <td align="right">1,170,023</td>

  <td align="right">6,684.67</td>

  <td align="right">175</td>

  <td align="right">8</td>

  <td align="right">44</td>

  <td align="right">JP-45</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Nagano</td>

  <td>&#38263;&#37326;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Nagano</td>

  <td>Chūbu</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">2,214,409</td>

  <td align="right">12,598.48</td>

  <td align="right">163</td>

  <td align="right">16</td>

  <td align="right">120</td>

  <td align="right">JP-20</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Nagasaki</td>

  <td>&#38263;&#23822;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Nagasaki</td>

  <td>Kyūshū</td>

  <td>Kyūshū</td>

  <td align="right">1,516,536</td>

  <td align="right">4,092.80</td>

  <td align="right">371</td>

  <td align="right">9</td>

  <td align="right">79</td>

  <td align="right">JP-42</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Nara</td>

  <td>&#22856;&#33391;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Nara</td>

  <td>Kinki</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">1,442,862</td>

  <td align="right">3,691.09</td>

  <td align="right">391</td>

  <td align="right">8</td>

  <td align="right">47</td>

  <td align="right">JP-29</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Niigata</td>

  <td>&#26032;&#28511;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Niigata</td>

  <td>Chūbu</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">2,475,724</td>

  <td align="right">12,582.37</td>

  <td align="right">197</td>

  <td align="right">16</td>

  <td align="right">111</td>

  <td align="right">JP-15</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Ōita</td>

  <td>&#22823;&#20998;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Ōita</td>

  <td>Kyūshū</td>

  <td>Kyūshū</td>

  <td align="right">1,221,128</td>

  <td align="right">5,804.24</td>

  <td align="right">210</td>

  <td align="right">12</td>

  <td align="right">58</td>

  <td align="right">JP-44</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Okayama</td>

  <td>&#23713;&#23665;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Okayama</td>

  <td>Chūgoku</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">1,950,656</td>

  <td align="right">7,008.63</td>

  <td align="right">278</td>

  <td align="right">18</td>

  <td align="right">78</td>

  <td align="right">JP-33</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Okinawa</td>

  <td>&#27798;&#32260;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Naha</td>

  <td>Kyūshū</td>

  <td>Okinawa</td>

  <td align="right">1,318,281</td>

  <td align="right">2,271.30</td>

  <td align="right">580</td>

  <td align="right">5</td>

  <td align="right">53</td>

  <td align="right">JP-47</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Ōsaka</td>

  <td>&#22823;&#38442;&#24220;</td>

  <td>Ōsaka</td>

  <td>Kinki</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">8,804,806</td>

  <td align="right">1,893.18</td>

  <td align="right">4,652</td>

  <td align="right">5</td>

  <td align="right">44</td>

  <td align="right">JP-27</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Saga</td>

  <td>&#20304;&#36032;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Saga</td>

  <td>Kyūshū</td>

  <td>Kyūshū</td>

  <td align="right">876,664</td>

  <td align="right">2,439.23</td>

  <td align="right">359</td>

  <td align="right">8</td>

  <td align="right">49</td>

  <td align="right">JP-41</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Saitama</td>

  <td>&#22524;&#29577;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Saitama</td>

  <td>Kantō</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">6,938,004</td>

  <td align="right">3,767.09</td>

  <td align="right">1,827</td>

  <td align="right">9</td>

  <td align="right">90</td>

  <td align="right">JP-11</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Shiga</td>

  <td>&#28363;&#36032;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Ōtsu</td>

  <td>Kinki</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">1,342,811</td>

  <td align="right">4,017.36</td>

  <td align="right">334</td>

  <td align="right">11</td>

  <td align="right">50</td>

  <td align="right">JP-25</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Shimane</td>

  <td>&#23798;&#26681;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Matsue</td>

  <td>Chūgoku</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">761,499</td>

  <td align="right">6,707.32</td>

  <td align="right">114</td>

  <td align="right">12</td>

  <td align="right">59</td>

  <td align="right">JP-32</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Shizuoka</td>

  <td>&#38745;&#23713;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Shizuoka</td>

  <td>Chūbu</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">3,767,427</td>

  <td align="right">7,328.61</td>

  <td align="right">484</td>

  <td align="right">12</td>

  <td align="right">74</td>

  <td align="right">JP-22</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Tochigi</td>

  <td>&#26627;&#26408;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Utsunomiya</td>

  <td>Kantō</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">2,004,787</td>

  <td align="right">6,408.28</td>

  <td align="right">313</td>

  <td align="right">7</td>

  <td align="right">49</td>

  <td align="right">JP-09</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Tokushima</td>

  <td>&#24499;&#23798;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Tokushima</td>

  <td>Shikoku</td>

  <td>Shikoku</td>

  <td align="right">823,997</td>

  <td align="right">4,145.26</td>

  <td align="right">199</td>

  <td align="right">10</td>

  <td align="right">50</td>

  <td align="right">JP-36</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Tōkyō</td>

  <td>&#26481;&#20140;&#37117;</td>

  <td>Shinjuku</td>

  <td>Kantō</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">12,059,237</td>

  <td align="right">2,187.08</td>

  <td align="right">5,514</td>

  <td align="right">1</td>

  <td align="right">39</td>

  <td align="right">JP-13</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Tottori</td>

  <td>&#40165;&#21462;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Tottori</td>

  <td>Chūgoku</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">613,229</td>

  <td align="right">3,507.19</td>

  <td align="right">175</td>

  <td align="right">6</td>

  <td align="right">39</td>

  <td align="right">JP-31</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Toyama</td>

  <td>&#23500;&#23665;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Toyama</td>

  <td>Chūbu</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">1,120,843</td>

  <td align="right">4,247.22</td>

  <td align="right">264</td>

  <td align="right">7</td>

  <td align="right">35</td>

  <td align="right">JP-16</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Wakayama</td>

  <td>&#21644;&#27468;&#23665;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Wakayama</td>

  <td>Kinki</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">1,069,839</td>

  <td align="right">4,725.55</td>

  <td align="right">226</td>

  <td align="right">7</td>

  <td align="right">50</td>

  <td align="right">JP-30</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Yamagata</td>

  <td>&#23665;&#24418;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Yamagata</td>

  <td>Tōhoku</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">1,244,040</td>

  <td align="right">9,323.34</td>

  <td align="right">133</td>

  <td align="right">9</td>

  <td align="right">44</td>

  <td align="right">JP-06</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Yamaguchi</td>

  <td>&#23665;&#21475;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Yamaguchi</td>

  <td>Chūgoku</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">1,528,107</td>

  <td align="right">6,110.76</td>

  <td align="right">250</td>

  <td align="right">11</td>

  <td align="right">56</td>

  <td align="right">JP-35</td>

</tr>

<tr>

  <td>Yamanashi</td>

  <td>&#23665;&#26792;&#30476;</td>

  <td>Kōfu</td>

  <td>Chūbu</td>

  <td>Honshū</td>

  <td align="right">888,170</td>

  <td align="right">4,465.37</td>

  <td align="right">199</td>

  <td align="right">8</td>

  <td align="right">64</td>

  <td align="right">JP-19</td>

</tr>

</table>

<div style="margin-left: 10px; font-size: 90%; font-weight: bold">

Fotnoter: ¹ per år 2000 &mdash; ² km² &mdash; ³ per km²

</div>

 Typer av provinser 

''To'', ''dō'', ''fu'', og ''ken'' er hovedsakelig forskjellige i navnet: navnene er forskjellige av historiske grunner.

 ''Fu'' (Ōsaka/Kyōto) og ''Ken''

I løpet av Edo-perioden etablerte bakufu-regjeringen ni ''bugy&#333;''-styrte områder (&#22857;&#34892;&#25903;&#37197;&#22320;) rundt de ni største byene i Japan, og 302  lokalstyrte byområder (&#37089;&#20195;&#25903;&#37197;&#22320;) andre steder.  Når provinss-systemet ble opprettet tidlig i Meiji-perioden ble byområdene ''ken'', mens de bugy&#333;-styrte områdene ble ''fu''. Senere utpekte regjeringen Tōkyō, Ōsaka og Kyōto som ''fu'', og endret statusen til de resterende ''fu'' til ''ken''. Under den 2. verdenskrig ble Tōkyō en ''to'', en ny type pseudo-provins (se under).

Før 2. verdenskrig gjaldt forskjellige lover for ''fu'' og ''ken'' men denne forskjellen ble avskaffet etter krigen, og de to provins-typene er nå funksjonelt sett like. Som et resultat kan begge på norsk simpelthen refereres til som "provinser".

 Hokkaidō 

Begrepet ''dō'' (krets) ble opprunnelig brukt om områder i Japan bestående av flere ''han'', slik som Tokaidō og Saikaidō.

Hokkaidō, den eneste gjenværende ''dō'' i dag, var ikke en av de opprinnelige syv ''dō'' (den ble kalt Ezo i førmoderne tid).  Dens nåværende navn antas å stamme fra Matsuura Takeshiro, en tidlig Japanese oppdager av øya. Siden Hokkaidō ikke passet inn i noen av de eksisterende ''dō'', ble en ny ''dō'' opprettet for å dekke den.

Meiji-regjeringen klassifiserte opprinnelig Hokkaidō som en koloni (&#38283;&#25299;&#20351; ''kaitakushi''), og delte senere øya inn i tre provinser (Sapporo, Hakodate, og Nemuro).  Disse ble sammenslått til Hokkaidō i 1886.  ''-Ken''-suffikset ble aldri lagt til dens navn, så ''-dō''-suffikset ble regnet for å bety en provins.

<!--

When Hokkaido was incorporated, transportation on the island was still very underdeveloped, so the prefecture was split into several "sub-prefectures" (&#25903;&#24193; ''shich&#333;'') that could fulfill administrative duties of the prefectural government.  These sub-prefectures are the main difference between Hokkaid&#333; and the other ''ken'', but they are only a consequence of Hokkaid&#333;'s enormous size, not its designation.

"Hokkaido Prefecture" is, technically speaking, a redundant term, although it is occasionally used to differentiate the government from the island itself.  The government of the prefecture calls itself the "Hokkaido Government" rather than the "Hokkaido Prefectural Government."

-->

I dag er Hokkaidō den minst befolkede av de japanske øyene. Den største byen og hovedstaden er Sapporo, den 6. største byen i Japan. Blant de andre store byene er Hakodate.

 Tōkyō-to 

Det eneste ''to'' i Japan er Tōkyō, som ble opprettet ved å sammenslutte byen Tōkyō med Tōkyō provins i 1943. Tōkyōs regjering administrerer nå de 23 distriktene i tidligere Tōkyō by i tillegg til de ymse byene i tidligere Tōkyō provins. Den implisitte grunnen for denne omorganiseringen var å sammenslå administrasjonen av området rundt hovedstaden, men riktignok har Tōkyōs vekst i etterkrigstiden gjort at byområdet har utvidet seg over i flere andre provinser.

Det er noen forskjeller i terminologien mellom Tōkyō og andre provinser: politi og brannvesen kalles ''chō'' (&#24193;) i stedet for ''honbu'' (&#26412;&#37096;), for eksempel.  På den annen side er den eneste praktiske forskjellen mellom Tōkyō-to og andre provinser at Tōkyō administrerer distrikter i tillegg til byer. Siden distriktene har nesten den sammme graden av uavhengighet som japanske byer, er forskjellen i administrasjon mellom Tōkyō og andre provinser ganske liten.

Den japanske regjeringen oversetter fortsatt ''Tōkyō-to'' som "Tokyo Metropolis" i nesten alle tilfeller, og regjeringen blir offisielt kalt "Tokyo Metropolitan Government". Tōkyō er den eneste og største byen i provinsen, og størst i Japan.

 Se også 

·  Japan
 Eksterne lenker 

· [http://www.nga.gr.jp/english/index.html National Governors' Association Website (Engelsk)]
· [http://www.world-gazetteer.com/s/s_jp.htm Kart over Japan som viser administrative oppdelinger]
· [http://www.biwa.ne.jp/~toda-m/geo-hist/prefrank.html Japansk essay om typer av provinser]
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