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'''Karl Christian Rove''' (født president George W. Bush og hans sjefsrådgiver og viktigste politiske strateg. Den 8. februar 2005 ble Rove utnevnt til hans nestkommanderende stabssjef.

Karl Rove som er norsk-amerikaner begynte sin politiske karriere blant de såkalte ''College-republikanerne'' som han ledet fra 1973 til 1974. De neste årene arbeidet han for forskjellige grupperinger i det republikanske parti og bisto i George H. W. Bush' visepresident-valgkamp.

Rove grunnla i 1981 rådgivningsfirma for postordre, Karl Rove & Co. som holdt til i den demokratiske kongressmannen Phil Gramm, som senere ble republikaner. I 1993 begynte Rove å arbeide som rådgiver ved George W. Bush' guvernørvalgkamp. Han fortsatte, selv om konsultvirksomheten fortsatte til 1999, da han solgte firmaet for å fokusere på Bush' kamp for presidentembetet.

Etter at Bush ble den 43. presidenten ble Karl Rove sjefsrådgiver for ham. Rove er i hovedsak ansett å være en av de mest inflytelsesrike rådgiverne i Bush-administrasjonen, og han er ansett for å være en aggressiv og noen ganger uetisk for å nå sine mål.

Bakgrunn

Rove er kjent for sine ukonvensjonelle politiske taktikker. I 1970 da han var protegé for Donald Segretti (dømt for konspirasjon i Watergate-affæren), snek Rove seg inn i valgkamphovedkvarteret for Illinois- Demokraten Alan Dixon og stjal noen brevhoder. Ved hjelp av disse brevhodene trykket han løpesedler hvor han lovet "free beer, free food, girls and a good time for nothing" og distribuerte disse på en rockekonserter og på hjem for hjemløse. Da Rove innrømmet denne affæren mange år senere, uttalte han "I was nineteen and I got involved in a political prank." 

[http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/campaigns/wh2000/stories/rove072399.htm], 
[http://www.thenation.com/doc.mhtml?i=20010305&c=2&s=dubose], [http://www.prospect.org/print/V14/2/reich-r.html] 
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Etter å ha avbrutt sine studier ved College Republican National Committee.  He held this position until 1972 when he became the National Chairman of the College Republicans (1973-1974).  As chairman, Rove had access to many powerful politicians and government officials during the Watergate scandal, including then CIA director George H. W. Bush.  For the next few years, he worked in various Republican circles and assisted George H. W. Bush's 1980 vice-presidential campaign.  Rove's greatest claim to fame at the time was that he had introduced Bush to Lee Atwater. A signature tactic of Rove was to attack an opponent on the opponent's strongest issue.

In Democrats. There was no proof, and it was later alleged he had bugged his own phone for the media coverage that the incident generated, but there was no proof of that, either, and no charges were ever filed.

[http://www.counterpunch.org/madsen1101.html]

In 1993, according to the ''New York Times'', John Ashcroft's campaign paid Karl Rove & Co. over $300,000 to aid his (eventually successful) Senate race. In 1999, the George W. Bush campaign effort paid Karl Rove & Co. $2.5 million for July through December. According to Rove, "About 30 percent of that is postage."

In early Republican primary, Senator John McCain led George W. Bush in the race for the Republican presidential nomination and won several state primaries.  A push poll was allegedly launched against McCain: telemarketers were allegedly hired to place calls throughout South Carolina asking potential voters, &#8220;Would you be more likely or less likely to vote for John McCain for president if you knew he had fathered an illegitimate black child?&#8221;  (McCain has an adopted daughter from Bangladesh).  A reporter, Wayne Slater, suggested in print that Rove might be behind the whisper campaign.  Rove denied any involvement.  McCain's support subsequently dwindled, and Bush won the nomination.  (There were other factors in that primary contest as well, including a long exchange of negative television advertisements between the two candidates.)

After the presidential elections in November 2000, Karl Rove organized an emergency migration of Republican politicians and supporters to Florida to assist the Bush campaign during the recount.

George W. Bush was inaugurated in January 2001.  Rove accepted a position in the Bush administration as Senior Advisor to the President.

In March 2001, Rove met with executives from Intel, successfully advocating a merger between a Dutch company and an Intel company supplier. Rove owned $100,000 in Intel stock at the time. In June 2001, Rove met with two pharmaceutical industry lobbyists. At the time, Rove held almost $250,000 in drug industry stocks. On 30 June 2001, Rove divested his stocks in 23 companies, which included more than $100,000 in each Enron, Boeing, General Electric, and Pfizer. On 30 June 2001, the White House admitted that Rove was involved in administration energy policy meetings, while at the same time holding stock in energy companies including Enron.

On 10. april 2003, Arnold Schwarzenegger met with Rove to discuss whether the actor should run for Governor of California in 2006.

On 14. mai 2003, during a meeting with South Korean president Roh Moo-hyun, President George W. Bush brought only Rove and Condoleezza Rice.

On 29. august 2003, retired ambassador Joseph C. Wilson named Rove as the White House official who leaked to the press the identity of a CIA operative as the wife of a prominent journalist and Bush administration critic.  The White House denied the allegation.  See Valerie Plame.

Rove's reputation for trickery is such that, in the wake of the controversy over the 2004 campaign, it was suggested (by Representative Maurice Hinchey, among others) that Rove might have planted fake anti-Bush documents with CBS News, to deflect attention from Bush's avoidance of military service during the Vietnam War. [http://www.pressconnects.com/today/opinion/stories/op022705s151013.shtml] Rove has denied that he had any involvement. [http://www.washtimes.com/national/20040922-101433-4296r.htm]

On 8. desember 2004, Rove was named by Barbara Walters as the "Most Fascinating Person" of the year.

Diverse

·  George W. Bush has referred to Karl Rove as "the Boy Genius" as well as "Turd Blossom". [http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,107219,00.html]
·  Karl Rove er kjent for sitt sterke temperament og bruk av banneord. Et hyppig gjengitt eksempel er sitatet: "We will fuck him like he's never been fucked before."
·  In President Bush's 2004 election acceptance speech, Bush referred to Karl Rove as "The Architect".
·  Karl Rove er seized Norway back in 1814. This nationalism manifested itself as hatred for Swedish weapons inspector Hans Blix. [http://slate.msn.com/id/2099277]
·  Rove is also fascinated by Mark Hanna, President William McKinley's political adviser. 
·  Karl Rove's reputation is such that, among both his supporters and critics (though more often among his detractors), the phrase "Karl Rovian" has come to be used as a synonym for "Machiavellian".
Videre lesning

·  <cite>Boy Genius: Karl Rove, the Brains Behind the Remarkable Political Triumph of George W. Bush</cite>, Lou Dubose, Jan Reid and Carl Cannon, 2003, Paperback, 256 pages, ISBN 1586481924.
·  <cite>Bush's Brain: How Karl Rove Made George W. Bush Presidential</cite>, James C. Moore and Wayne Slater, John Wiley and Sons, 2003, hardcover, 416 pages, ISBN 0471423270.
· *made into [http://www.bushsbrain.net a film of the same name]
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