Millennium

{{uoversatt}}

Et '''millennium''' er en tidsperiode på tusen år, også kalt tusenår. Begrepet referer indirekte til et kalenderårtusen; perioder knyttet numerisk til et spesielt dateringssystem, og da spesielt kalendre som begynner der kalenderen starter (typsisk år 0 eller år 1) eller senere hele tusenår. Dette konseptet er det som primært diskuteres i denne artikkelen.

Termen kan også refere til et tidsintervall som begynner på hvilken som helst dato. I slike tilfeller som det siste er det ofte religiøse eller teologiske grunner. Spesielt i slike religiøse sammenhenger blir begrepet tolket mindre presist, altså ikke nødvendigvis presist 1000 år langt.

I den vestlige kalender som mangler et år null og i steden begynner på år 1, finnes det to hovedsynspunkter på hvordan navngi millennier. Det var en meget aktiv debatt før feiringen av år 2000 om 2000 var begynnelsen på et nytt millennium eller ei. Historisk har det vært debatt rundt tidligere [http://www.dokpro.uio.no/perl/ordboksoek/ordbok.cgi?OPP=decennium decennie-], [http://www.dokpro.uio.no/perl/ordboksoek/ordbok.cgi?OPP=sekel sekel-] eller millennieskifter.

Telle år

Ordenstall

Den opprinnelige metoden å telle år var ved hjelp av ordenstall, om det så var år 1. e.kr. eller 10. år med kong Henry VIII. Bruken av ordenstall er fortsatt tilstede i navnene på årtier, århundre og årtusen, for eksempel ''første millenniet'' eller ''første decenniet i det 20. århundre''.

Grunntall

I dag er det vanligst å telle individuelle år som astronomiske år. Som et resultat har også andre kalendernavn fått basis i grunntall, som for eksempel ''1980-tallet'' som er et akseptabelt navn for et decennium (tiår). ''1600-tallet''kan faktisk forstås som enten et decennium eller et sekel (hundreår).

Årspenn

Selv om de overfornevnte endringene fra ordenstall til grunntall ikke er komplett, er ikke dette hovedproblemet. Problemet oppstår i innholdet i de forkjellige årspenn.

De som følger år angitt med ordenstall velger 

· 2001-2010 som det nåværende tiår - decenniet
· 2001-2100 som det nåværende hundreår - sekelet
· 2001-3000 som det nåværende årtusen - millenniet
De som følger år angitt med grunntall velger

· 2000-2009 som det nåværende tiår - decenniet
· 2000-2099 som det nåværende hundreår - sekelet
· 2000-2999 som det nåværende årtusen - millenniet
{{uoversatt-start}}

Tilfeldigheter

As a side-note to the debate on timing of the turn of the millennium, the arbitrariness of the exact date bears highlighting. Firstly, the many still in use and those used historically. Secondly, adjustments and errors in the calendar (such as Dionysius Exiguus's incorrect calculation of AD 1) make the particular dates we use today arbitrary.

However, given that Gregorian calendar ''is'' an accepted standard, it is valid to discuss the significant dates within it, be it the timing of religious festivals (such as the moving date of Easter which Dionysius Exiguus was involved in calculating) or the delineation of significant periods of time, such as the end of a millennium.

Finally, although post-2000 the significance of the debate is greatly diminished, we have only to wait until the turn of the next decade, century or millennium for it to rear its head again!

Viewpoint 1: xx01-xx00

Those holding that the new millennium should be celebrated in the transition from 2000 to 2001 (i.e. December 31 2000), argued that since the Gregorian calendar has no year zero, the millennia should be counted from AD 1. Thus the first period of one thousand complete years would be from the beginning of AD 1 to the end of AD 1000, and the beginning of the second millennium would be celebrated in the transition from 1000 to 1001. The second millennium would then end at the ''end'' of the year 2000.

<table style="border-collapse:collapse; padding-left: 1em; padding-right: 1em;">

<caption>Illustration of years with a 00-01 demarcation</caption>

<tr>

<td style="border: 1px solid black; background: gray">2 BC</td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black; background: gray">1 BC</td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> AD 1 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> AD 2 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 3 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 4 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 5 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> ... </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 998 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 999 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 1000 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 1001 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 1002 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> ... </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 1998 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 1999 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 2000 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 2001 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 2002 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> ... </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 2998 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 2999 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 3000 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black; background: gray;"> 3001 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black; background: gray;"> 3002 </td></tr>

<tr>

<td colspan="2" style="border: 1px solid black; background: gray;"></td>

<td colspan="9"  style="border: 1px solid black; background: yellow;">First one thousand years (millennium)</td>

<td colspan="6" style="border: 1px solid black; background: orange;">Second millennium</td>

<td colspan="6" style="border: 1px solid black; background: red;">Third millennium</td>

<td colspan="2" style="border: 1px solid black; background: gray;"></td>

</tr>

</table>

Arthur C Clarke gave this analogy (from a statement received by Reuters): "If the scale on your grocer's weighing machine began at 1 instead of 0, would you be happy when he claimed he'd sold you 10 kg of tea?"

Viewpoint 2: xx00-xx99

The "year 2000" has also been a popular phrase referring to an often utopian future, or a year when stories in such a future were set, adding to its cultural significance. There was also media and public interest in the Y2K bug. Thus, the populist argument was that the new millennium should begin when the zeroes of 2000 "rolled over", i.e. December 31 1999. While accepting that there was no year 0, people felt that the change of hundred digit in the year number, and the zeros rolling over, created a sense that a new century had begun. This is similar to the common demarcation of decades by their most significant digits, e.g. naming the period 1980 to 1989 as the 1980s or "the eighties". Similarly, it would be valid to celebrate the year 2000 as a cultural event in its own right, and name the period 2000 to 2999 as "the 2000s".

<table style="border-collapse:collapse; padding-left: 1em; padding-right: 1em;">

<caption>Illustration of years with a 99-00 demarcation</caption>

<tr>

<td style="border: 1px solid black; background: gray"> 1 BC </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> AD 1 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 2 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 3 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 4 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 5 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> ... </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 998 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 999 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 1000 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 1001 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 1002 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> ... </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 1998 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 1999 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 2000 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 2001 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 2002 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> ... </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 2998 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black"> 2999 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black; background: gray;"> 3000 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black; background: gray;"> 3001 </td>

<td style="border: 1px solid black; background: gray;"> 3002 </td></tr>

<tr>

<td colspan="1" style="border: 1px solid black; background: gray;"></td>

<td colspan="8" style="border: 1px solid black; background: yellow;">first millennium (999 years only)</td>

<td colspan="6" style="border: 1px solid black; background: orange;">second millennium</td>

<td colspan="6" style="border: 1px solid black; background: red;">third millennium</td>

<td colspan="3" style="border: 1px solid black; background: gray;"></td>

</tr>

</table>

The majority of "millennium" celebrations were held at midnight on December 31 1999 / January 1 2000 reflecting the popular mood.

Commentary

Stephen Jay Gould noted in his essay ''Dousing Diminutive Dennis' Debate (or DDDD = 2000)'' (''Dinosaur in a Haystack'') that celebrations and media announcements marked the turn into the 20th century along the 1900-1901 border (citing, amongst other examples, the New York Times headline "Twentieth Century's Triumphant Entry"). He also included comments on adjustments to the calendar, such as those by Dionysius Exiguus (the eponymous Diminutive Dennis), the timing of celebrations over different transitional periods, and the "high" versus "pop" culture interpretation of the transition. Further of his essays on this topic are collected ''Questioning the Millennium : A Rationalist's Guide to a Precisely Arbitrary Countdown''.

In the editorial to 2002's ''Best American Essays'' Gould highlights the use of historical events, rather than transitional dates, to delineate periods of history: "Many commentators have stated — quite correctly in my view — that the twentieth century did not truly begin in 1900 or 1901, by any standard of historical continuity, but rather at the end of World War I, the great shatterer of illusions about progress and human betterment... I suspect that future chroniclers will date the inception of the third millennium from September 11, 2001."

(Similarly, some commentators delineate the Middle Ages from the Fall of the Western Roman Empire to the Fall of Constantinople.)

Douglas Adams highlighted the sentiment that those in favour of a 2001 celebration were pedantic spoilsports in his short web-article ''Significant Events of the Millennium''. This sentiment was also demonstrated when, in 1997, Australian Prime Minister John Howard made a point in favour of the 2001 celebration and was named "the party pooper of the century" by local newspapers.

In an episode of the American sitcom Seinfeld entitled "The Millennium", it is revealed that the character Newman specifies the date of the millennium party that he is planning to be for the "millennium new year," meaning December 31, 2000. Thus Newman's party does not conflict with the party Kramer is planning for December 31, 1999, but will be perceived as "quite lame" according to Jerry, as the majority of people will be celebrating the new millennium on December 31, 1999.

See also

·  Astronomical year numbering
·  Calendar and List of calendars
·  Centuries for a list of Wikipedia ''millennia''
·  Century
·  Decades
·  Millenarianism
·  Third millennium
External links

·  [http://www.dilettantepress.com/Essayisthtdocs/Stephen_Jay_Gould.html Full text of ''DDDD = 2000''] 
·  [http://www.douglasadams.com/dna/pedants.html Significant Events of the Millennium]
·  [http://www.endtimepilgrim.org/millennium.htm The Coming Millennium of Messiah]
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