Stanislaw Marcin Ulam
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'''Stanis&#322;aw Marcin Ulam''' (født polsk-amerikansk hydrogenbomben.
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Biography

Ulam was born in German Lemberg, Polish Lwów) Galicja, Austria-Hungary (now Ukraine). He was part of the city's Polish majority. His master in mathematics was Stefan Banach, a great Polish mathematician, one of the moving spirits of the Lwów School of Mathematics.

Ulam went to the US in Los Alamos.

While there, he suggested the Fermi and others had used the method earlier). This suggestion led to the development of Monte Carlo by Von Neumann, Metropolis, and others.

Ulam—in collaboration with fusion fuel.

Teller resisted this idea at first, then saw its merit and suggested the use of radiation rather than shock waves. "Radiation implosion", as the method came to be called, has been the standard method of creating H-bombs ever since.  Ulam and Teller jointly applied for a patent on the hydrogen bomb.

Ulam also invented nuclear pulse propulsion, and at the end of his life, declared it the invention of which he was most proud.

He was an early proponent of the use of computers to perform "mathematical experiments".  His most notable contribution in this area may have been his part in the dynamical system.

In pure mathematics, he worked in measures), Fran&ccedil;oise, among others.

In May 1958, Ulam while referring to a conversation with von Neumann said what would later became a foundation of the technological singularity theory: ''"One conversation centered on the ever accelerating progress of technology and changes in the mode of human life, which gives the appearance of approaching some essential singularity in the history of the race beyond which human affairs, as we know them, could not continue."''

Ulam took a position at the Boulder, USA and Santa Fe, Gainesville, Florida, where he had a position with the University of Florida. He died in Santa Fe.

Books

·  Stanislaw Ulam, ''The Scottish Book: A Collection of Problems'', Los Alamos 1957 
·  Stanislaw Ulam, ''A Collection of Mathematical Problems'', Interscience Publishers, New York (1960)
·  Mark Kac and Stanislaw Ulam: ''Mathematics and Logic: Retrospect and Prospects'', Praeger, New York (1968)
·  Stanislaw Ulam, ''Sets, Numbers and Universes'', Cambridge, Massachusetts 1974 
·  Stanislaw Ulam, ''Adventures of a Mathematician'', Charles Scribner's Sons, New York (1983), his autobiography
See also

· Borsuk-Ulam theorem
· Lucky number (1955)
· Ulam spiral (1963)
· Scottish Café
Bethe's denotation of Ulam

·  "After the H-bomb was made, reporters started to call Teller the father of the H-bomb. For the sake of history, I think it is more precise to say that '''Ulam''' is the father, because he provided the seed, and Teller is the mother, because he remained with the child. As for me, I guess I am the midwife." - 1968 (Hans Bethe, as quoted by Schweber, p.166)
External links

{{MacTutor Biography|id=Ulam}}

Further reading

Necia Grant Cooper, Roger Eckhardt, Nancy Shera, editors, ''From Cardinals to Chaos'', Cambridge University Press (1989).  Reminiscences by people close to Ulam, memorial articles on aspects of his work, and previously unpublished informal work by him.
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