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'''Wilhelm Conrad Röntgen''' (født tysk fysiker og vitenskapsmann, ved universitet i Würzburg, som oppfant det som etter ham er blitt kjent som røntgenstråler.

Han fikk Nobelprisen i fysikk i 1901.

Röntgen studerte på Eidgenössische Technische Hochschule i Zürich, hvor han tok doktorgraden i 1869. I 1875 ble han professor i fysikk i Hohenheim, fra 1876 i Straßburg, fra 1879 i Gießen, fra 1888 i Würzburg og endelig fra 1900 til 1920 i München.

Han beskjeftiget seg med krystallografi, termodynamikk og elektrodynamikk

Mens han eksperimenterte med elektrisitet, oppdaget han den 8. november 1895 en ny form for stråling, som han kaldte X-stråler, da de var ukjente. Denne betegnelse henger fortsatt ved i mange deler av verden, men i visse språk, som tysk og skandinavisk, anvendes betegnelsen røntgenstråling selv om Röntgen selv ikke ønsket sitt navn anvendt i betegnelsen for strålingen.

Det første røntgenrør ble fremstillet i Stützerbach, Thüringen efter Röntgens anvisninger.

<!-- While experimenting with electricity on November 8, 1895 Röntgen discovered x-rays. Two months later on January 5, 1896, an Austrian newspaper reported Röntgen's discovery of a new type of radiation. Röntgen was awarded an honorary degree of Doctor of Medicine from University of Würzburg after his discovery of ''Röntgen rays'' (in English more commonly known as "x-rays").

For this discovery he was awarded the very first Nobel Prize in Physics in 1901. The award was officially, '''in recognition of the extraordinary services he has rendered by the discovery of the remarkable rays subsequently named after him'''. Röntgen donated the monetary reward from the prize to his university. Like Pierre Curie would do several years later he refused to take out any patents related to his discovery on moral grounds.  He did not even want the rays to be named after him. (IUPAC would later propose naming the element unununium after him as well.)

Education

He was born in Lennep, Germany, to a clothmaker. His family moved to the Netherlands when he was three years old. He received his early education at the Institute of Martinus Herman van Doorn. He later attended Utrecht Technical School, from which he was expelled for producing a caricature of one of the teachers, a "crime" he claimed not to have committed.

In University of Utrecht. He then began to attend the Polytechnic at Zurich to study mechanical engineering. In 1869, he graduated with a Ph.D. from the University of Zurich.

Career

In Chair of the physics department at the University of Giessen. In 1888, he became the physics chair at the University of Würzburg and in 1900 he became the physics chair at the University of Munich, by special request of the Bavarian government. It is here where he would remain.

See also: Hertz, Heinrich Rudolf
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