Zion (norsk borg)

'''Zion''' eller '''Kong Sverres borg''' var en borg i Nidaros. Borgen ble oppført av Sverre Sigurdsson for å forsvare Nidaros (i dag Trondheim) mot fiendtlig angrep. Navnet sies å komme fra Kong Davids borg i Jerusalem, men kan like gjerne stamme fra det norske ordet "sjon" som betyr vidt utsyn. 
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The Heklungs War – a Context for the Construction of Sverresborg

In 1177, Sverre Sigurdsson, who was Trondhjem).  Defeated, they fled south until they met and beat reigning king Magnus’ army in Ringerike. Encouraged, the Birkebeins moved north to Trøndelag again and remained in Nidaros during the winter of 1178.

In the spring of 1179, Magnus arrived with his army. The two armies met on June 19th in the Battle of Kalvskinnet and the battle was a clear victory for Sverre, securing his grip on Trøndelag. 

Magnus Erlingsson again attacked Trøndelag in spring 1180. Sverre held Trøndelag from Nidaros, which was then protected by a wooden palisades extending from the river to the fjord across the neck of the peninsula connecting the town to the mainland. In the Battle of Ilevollene, just outside of Nidaros, the Heklungs were again defeated. 

The two forces met again in 1181 in the Battle of Nordnes which  resulted in a minor victory for Sverre. But Magnus exploited Sverre’s absence from Trøndelag when in November he raided and burned the Birkebeiner fleet there. Sverre was forced to return or risk losing his one secure foothold.

During summer 1182, Magnus made an attempt to take Nidaros by siege, but was repulsed with grave losses when the Birkebeins launched a surprise night attack.
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Byggingen av borgen

Bygingen av borgen tar til vinteren 83 for å som forsvar mot fienden. Borgen ble bygd oppe på på et steilt fjell som gjorde borgen lett å forsvare selv med få menn. Stein til bygging ble hentet ut bare 0,6<small>km</small> i fra borgen. Det var steinbruddet som var anlagt ved byggingen av Nidarosdomens oppstart. Erkebiskopen var i eksil i England så byggingen av nidarosdomen hadde stangert, derfor var både murere og steinhoggere ledig for oppdrag. Byggingen av borgen gikk derfor raskt og allerede til påske 1183 flyttet Kong Sverre og hans menn inn.

Borgens utseende

Utgravningene i 37 viser at borgen hadde inngang mot sør gjennom et kraftig fremspringende porttårn. På hver side av tårnet lå en steinbygning, den enne huset mest sannsynlig Kongens hall og kammer. Rundt resten av fjell platået (50x80m) var det bygget en solid ringmur. Man går ut i fra at det var flere bygninger på platået, enten frittsående eller langs ringmuren. 
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The sea Battle of Fimreite in 1184 proved to be final struggle between the Birkebeins and the Heklungs; King Magnus drowned. King Sverre, after a six years of struggle, became the uncontested king of Norway. But the peace was not to last for long.

The Bagler war

In 1188 the town of Nidaros, which had been vacated by King Sverre’s men, was attacked. His opposition stromed into the city and a bloodbath followed. The wooden fortress was torn down and the castle burnt and left in ruins. 

It is not known precisely when it was restored, but the Sverresaga indicates the castle had been restored by 1197. 

He died in Bergen March 8 1202.
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Det siste man hører om Sverresborg, er når Kong Håkon Håkonsson i 1263 lar borgenmurene rives.
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